
ar er ir

hablar comer vivir

yo hablé comí viví

tú hablaste comiste viviste

él, ella, Ud. habló comió vivió

nosotros hablamos comimos vivimos

vosotros hablasteis comisteis vivisteis

ellos, ellas, 

Uds. hablaron comieron vivieron

Preterite Verbs

infinitive conjugated

sacar c qu yo saqué

pagar g gu yo pagué

empezar z c yo empecé

becomes

Preterite of Verbs Ending in -car,    

-gar, and -zar

Regular verbs that end in -car, -gar, and -

zar have a spelling change in the yo form 

of the preterite to maintain the original 

sound of the verb stem. 

fui a fuimos a fui fuimos hice hicimos

fuiste a fuisteis a fuiste fuisteis hiciste hicisteis

fue a fueron a fue fueron hizo hicieron

di dimos dije dijimos vine vinimos

diste disteis dijiste dijisteis viniste vinisteis

dio dieron dijo dijeron vino vinieron

tuve tuvimos estuve estuvimos

tuviste tuvisteis estuviste estuvisteis

tuvo tuvieron estuvo estuvieron

Irregular Preterite Verbs

estartener

venirdecirdar

hacerserir

e - ie

recomiendo recomendamos

recomiendas recomendáis

recomienda recomiendan

o - ue

muestro mostramos

muestras mostráis

muestra muestran

e - i

sirvo servimos

sirves servís

sirve sirven

u - ue

juego jugamos

juegas jugáis
juega juegan

Stem-Changing Verbs       

Present Tense

recomendar - to recommend

mostrar - to show

servir - to serve

jugar - to play

verb stem preterite endings

andar - to walk anduv- e

estar - to be estuv- iste

poder - to be able pud- o

poner - to put pus- imos

querer - to want quis- isteis

saber - to know sup- ieron

tener - to have tuv-

vener - to come vin-

decir - to say, tell dij- dijeron

traer - to bring traj- trajeron

conducir - to drive conduj- condujeron

producir - to produce produj- produjeron

traducir - to translate traduj- tradujeron

Verbs that have irregular stems in the preterite that 

end in j have the same endings as the verbs above 

but drop the i from the ellos, ellas, ustedes ending. 

Irregular Stems Preterite Tense

e - i

pedí pedimos

pediste pedisteis

pidió pidieron

competir - to compete

preferir - to prefer

repetir - to repeat

servir - to serve

o - u

dormí dormimos

dormiste dormisteis

durmió dumieron

morir - to die

Stem-Changing Preterite

In the Preterite form these 

verbs only take place in the 

él, ella, usted and the ellos, 

ellas, ustedes forms. 

pedir - to ask for

dormir - to sleep

oí oímos leí leímos creí creímos

oíste oísteis leíste leísteis creíste creísteis

oyó oyeron leyó leyeron creyó creyeron

Preterite: Verbs with a y Spelling Change

To write the third person preterite forms of -er and -ir verbs with 

stems that end in a vowel, change the í to y. Notice all of these 

preterite forms require an accent, except the ustedes, ellos(as) 

forms. 

oír leer creer

Singular Plural Singular Plural

este cerdo estos cerdos esta mesa estas mesas

ese cerdo esos cerdos esa mesa esas mesas

aquel cerdo aquellos cerdos aquella mesa aquellas mesas

Singular Plural Singular Plural

éste éstos ésta éstas

ése ésos ésa ésas

aquél aquéllos aquélla aquéllas

Esto es importante. 

¿Qué es eso?

¿Qué es aquello?

Demonstratives
A demonstrative adjective describes the location of a noun in 

relation to a person. 

Masculine Feminine

Masculine Feminine

Demonstrative pronouns are used in place of the adjective and the 

noun. 

*There are also demonstrative pronouns that refer to ideas or 

unidentified things that do not have a specific gender. 

me lavo nos lavamos

te lavas os laváis

se lava se lavan

Quiero levantarme temprano. 

Me quiero levantar temprono. 

*Some verbs have different meanings when used reflexively. 

dormir to sleep dormirse to fall asleep

ir
to go 

irse
to leave, to go 

away

poner
to put

ponerse
to put on 

clothes

Pepa se lava. 

not reflexive

Pepa lava el carro. 

Reflexive Verbs
To describe people doing things for themselves, use reflexive 

verbs. 

lavarse

*Many verbs can be used with or without reflexive pronouns. 

When there is no reflexive pronoun, the person doing the 

action does not receive the action. 

reflexive  

*When you use the infinitive form of a reflexive verb after a 

conjugated verb, be sure to use the correct reflexive pronoun. 

You can use the imperfect tense in the following ways:

ar

cantar

er

tener

ir

salir

yo cantaba tenía salía

tú cantabas tenías salías

él/ella/Ud. cantaba tenía salía

nosotros cantábamos teníamos salíamos

vosotros cantabais teníais salíais

ellos/ellas/ 

Uds. cantaban tenían salían

Here are the only verbs that don´t follow the regular pattern. 

ser ir ver

yo era iba veía

tú eras ibas veías

él/ella/Ud. era iba veía

nosotros éramos íbamos veíamos

vosotros erais ibais veíais

ellos/ellas/  

Uds. eran iban veían

* to speak about back ground events in a story

* to talk about something you use to do as a matter of habit

* to speak about how old someone was

* to say what time it was

Imperfect Tense

Nos enamoramos. Éramos jóvenes.

We fell in love. We were young.

Nos enamoramos cuando éramos jóvenes. 

We fell in love when we were young. 

Using Preterite and Imperfect

Use both tenses to talk about something that 

happened (preterite) while something else was 

going on (imperfect).

Preterite Imperfect

Question

"How long has this been going on?"

¿Cuánto tiempo + hace + que + the present tense?

¿Cuánto tiempo hace que quieres venir al programa?

Answer

hace + the period of time + que + the present tense

Hace cuatro años que quiere venir al programa. 

If you are talking about the past, use the preterite  to say ago. 

hace + period of time + que + the preterite

Hace un año que fui a Puerto Rico. 

To say ago, you can also put the verb first.

the preterite + hace + the period of time

La conocí hace tres meses. 

Hacer with Expressions of Time

        

   

     

   

     

      

     

 

 

 

  



mío(a) nuestro(a) míos(as) nuestros(as)

tuyo(a) vuestro(a) tuyos(as) vuestros(as)

suyo(a) suyo(a) suyos(as) suyos(as)

Sus viajes son a diferetes lugares. 

His trips are to different places. 

Y los tuyos, ¿adónde son?

And yours, where are they to?

un amigo mío Comemos con unos amigos nuestros. 

Possessives - Long Form   

Singular

Possessives - Long Form        

Plural

Possessive Adjectives and Pronouns

Possessive adjectives and pronouns show personal relationships or 

possession. All possessive adjectives - includind mi(s), tu(s), su(s), 

nuestro(a/os/as), and vuestro(a/os/as) - agree in gender and number 

with the nouns they describe. 

Possessive adjectives also have a long form.  It is more expressive. You 

use it, for example, when talking of a special friend. 

Unlike the regular (or short) form, the long form follows the noun. 

Present Progressive

present tense of estar + -ando, iendo/yendo form

hablar hablando

comer comiendo

escribir escribiendo

leer leyendo

Some -ir stem-changing verbs have a stem vowel change.

pedir pidiendo

dormir durmiendo

Isabel está hablando con Miguel. 

Isabel is talking with Miguel. 

Past Progressive

imperfect tense of estar + ando, iendo/yendo form 

Isabel estaba escribiendo un artículo.

Isabel was writing an article. 

The Progressive Tenses

Drop the ending of the infinitive and add -ando, -iendo/    

-yendo

me nos

te os

le les

Indirect objects answer the question "For Whom?"

Indirect object pronouns replace or accompany 

indirect objects. 

Like direct object pronouns, indirect object 

pronouns are usually placed before conjugated 

verbs, and may be attached to infinitives and -ndo 

forms.

Indirect Object Pronouns

When using both indirect and direct object pronouns, plase the indirect object first. 

Te los compramos. El mesero me los dio.

Whe bought them for you. The waiter gave them to me. 

Me los vas a comprar. Vas a comprár me los. 

Your are going to buy them for me. You are going to buy them for me. 

Me los estás comprando. Estás comprándomelos. 

You are buying them for me. You are buying them for me. 

When both pronouns are third person change the indirect object pronouns to se. 

Le pedí una servilleta al mesero. 

I asked the waiter for a napkin. 

Se la pedí. 

I asked him for it. 

before

Remember that when a conjugated verb appears with and infinitive or an -ando form, 

you have choices. 

after

Double Object Pronouns

Singular

siento siente como coma

Plural 

hablo hablen escribo escriban

Take the yo form and 

change the ending to -e

Take the yo form and 

change the ending to -a

Take the yo form and 

change the ending to -an. 

Take the yo form and 

change the ending to -en

Formal Commands

ar verbs er & ir verbs

ar verbs er & ir verbs

Use the third person singular. 

yo form 

tú 

command

hablar hablo habla

comer como come

Irregulars

yo form

tú 

command

hacer hago haz

ser soy sé

ir voy ve

decir digo di

poner pongo pon

salir salgo sal

tener tengo ten

venir vengo ven

Affirmative tú Commands

yo form 

negative 

tú 

command

dejar dejo no dejes

creer creo no creas

irregulars

negative 

tú 

command

dar no des

estar no estés

ir no vayas

saber no sepas

ser no seas

Negative tú Commands

Take the yo form and change 

the ending to -es for -ar verbs 

and -as for -er and -ir verbs. 

ar 

hablar

er 

comer

ir 

escribir

yo hable coma escriba

tú hables comas escribas

él, ella, Ud. hable coma escriba

nosotros hablemos comamos escribamos

vosotros habléis comáis escribáis

ellos, ellas, 

Uds. hablen coman escriban

Use this tense with expressions that involve uncertainty. 

Subjunctive Tense with Impersonal Expressions

Add -mente to the feminine form of the adjective. 

desafortunada desafortunadamente

If the adjective doesn´t have a feminine form, just add -mente

frecuente frecuentemente

Adverbs Ending in -mente
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me nos

te os

lo/la los/las

Direct Object Pronouns

Direct object pronous are usually placed before 

conugated verbs. They may follow infinitives and        

-ndo forms. 

When you put the pronoun after the infinitive or       

-ndo form, it attaches to the verb. 

Direct objects answer the question "What?"
Direct object pronouns replace established direct 

object nouns. 

dar estar ir saber ser

Usted dé esté vaya sepa sea

Ustedes den estén vayan sepan sean

Common Irregular Usted Commands
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